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ENDNOTES:
1 (1:18) The critical text (NU in NKJV margin) reads only

begotten God. The traditional only begotten Son is found
in most manuscripts and also in 3:16.

2 (1:29) J. Cynddylan Jones, Studies in the Gospel According
to St. John, p. 103.

3 (1:45) James S. Stewart, The Life and Teaching of Jesus
Christ, pp. 66, 67.

4 (1:51) Only John reports the “double amen” (NKJV, most
assuredly). The other Gospels, apparently condensing our
Lord’s expression, read “amen” (NKJV, assuredly).

5 (2:4) George Williams, The Student’s Commentary on the
Holy Scriptures, p. 194.

6 (2:11) Jones, Studies, p. 148.
7 (3:1) The little Greek connective decan mean and, now, but,

etc. Modern English Bibles tend to delete these frequently.
This is one of the few places where the KJV did so, and
the NKJV followed suit.

8 (3:5) Another valid interpretation that fits the context of
contrasting spiritual and physical birth is that the water
refers to physical birth and the Spirit refers to the Holy
Spirit. The rabbis used “water” for the male seed, and
water could also refer to the sack of watery liquid which
breaks when a baby is born.

9 (3:16) F. W. Boreham, further documentation unavailable.
10 (4:41, 42) The critical text (NU) omits the Christ.
11 (4:48) In Greek there are separate forms for addressing one

person (cf. Old English thou, thee) and more than one
(cf. ye, you). The plural is used here.

12 (5:2) The critical text reads Bethzatha, but archaeology has
confirmed the traditional name used in the majority of
manuscripts and the KJV tradition.

13 (5:3) James Gifford Bellett, The Evangelists, p. 50.
14 (5:18) J. Sidlow Baxter, Explore the Book, V:309.
15 (5:24) There are other verses which teach that a believer will

one day stand before the Judgment Seat of Christ (Rom.





14:10; 2 Cor. 5:10). However, the question of his sins will
not be brought up at that time for punishment. That
question was settled at Calvary. At the Judgment Seat of
Christ, the believer’s life and service will be reviewed, and
he will either receive rewards or suffer loss. It will not be
then a question of his soul’s salvation, but of his life’s
fruitfulness.

16 (5:29) If this were the only verse in the Bible on the subject of
resurrection, one would think that all the dead will be raised
at the same time. However, we know from other portions
of Scripture, particularly Revelation 20, that a period of at
least one thousand years elapses between the two
resurrections. The First Resurrection is the resurrection
of those who have been saved through faith in Christ.
The Second Resurrection includes all who have died as
unbelievers.

17 (5:39) The Greek verb form for search is ambiguous. It may
be imperative (“Search,” KJV) or indicative (“you search,”
NKJV). The context favors the NKJV translation.

18 (5:47) Guy King, To My Son, p. 104.
19 (6:11) W. H. Griffith Thomas, The Apostle John: His Life and

Writings, pp. 173, 74.
20 (6:15) Frederick Brotherton Meyer, Tried By Fire, p. 152.
21 (6:31) The manna was a small, round, white food which God

miraculously provided for Israel in the wildeness. They
had to gather the manna from the ground each morning
of the first six days of every week.

22 (6:55) NU text reads “true food&elipsis;true drink,” but the
meaning is virtually the same (reality).

23 (6:59) A synagogue is a local Jewish religious meeting place,
but is not the same as the temple in Jerusalem where
alone animal sacrifices could be made.

24 (6:69) The critical text (NU) reads “You are the Holy One of
God.”

25 (7:1) It is helpful to know that the Greek word for “Jew”
(Ioudaios) can mean (1) a Judean (as opposed to a
Galilean); (2) a Jewish person of any sort (including one
who accepts Christ); (3) or an opponent of Christianity,
especially a religious leader. John uses it mostly in the





last sense, though he himself was a Jew in the second
sense.

26 (7:7) Meyer, Tried, p. 129.
27 (7:8) The critical (NU) text’s omission of “yet” is unfortunate.

It seems to imply deception on our Lord’s part.
28 (8:5) J. N. Darby, further documentation unavailable.
29 (8:11) 7:53 through 8:11 does not appear in the most ancient

mss. of John, but is found in over 900 Greek mss. (the
vast majority). There is some question as to whether these
verses form a part of the original text. We believe that it is
proper to accept them as part of the inspired text. All that
they teach is in perfect agreement with the rest of the
Bible. Augustine writes that some excluded this passage
for fear it would promote loose views on morality.

30 (8:45) R. C. H. Lenski, The Interpretation of Colossians,
Thessalonians, Timothy, Titus, Philemon, pp. 701, 02.

31 (9:35) The NU text reads “Son of Man” here, which does not
fit the context of worship nearly as well as the majority
reading.

32 (10:28) The Greek has a double negative for emphasis (not
permitted in standard English).

33 (10:36) Samuel Green, “Scripture Testimony to the Deity of
Christ,” p. 7.

34 (11:1) Arthur W. Pink, Exposition of the Gospel of John, III:12.
35 (11:25) Burkitt, further documentation unavailable.
36 (11:35) The shortest verse in the Greek NT is on the opposite

side of the emotional spectrum, “Rejoice always” (Pantote
chairete, 1 Thess. 5:16).} It is one of the three instances
in the NT{NT New Testament

37 (11:47) J. C. Ryle, Expository Thoughts on the Gospels, St.
John, II:295.

38 (11:48) Meyer, Tried, p. 112.
39 (12:5) Ryle, John, II:309, 10.
40 (12:7) The critical text’s reading “that she may keep” instead

of “she has kept” seems to contradict both this context
and Mary’s absence at the tomb on Easter morning. NIV
solves the problem by paraphrasing.

41 (12:24) T. G. Ragland, further documentation unavailable.





42 (13:13, 14) Of course, there are times, especially in Eastern
lands, when one would literally wash someone else’s feet,
but this is only one example of humble service.

43 (13:32) The Greek grammar (first class condition plus ei with
the indicative) assumes it to be true.

44 (14:20) Other popular illustrations include the bird in the air
with the air in the bird, and the fish in water with the water
in the fish.

45 (17:1) Marcus Rainsford, Our Lord Prays for His Own, p.
173.

46 (17:4) Ryle, John, III:40, 41.
47 (17:26) F. L. Godet, Commentary on the Gospel of John,

II:345.
48 (17:26) Rainsford, Our Lord Prays, p. 173.
49 (18:14) Stewart, Life and Teaching, p. 157.
50 (18:28) Augustine, Quoted by Ryle, John, III:248.
51 (18:28) Bishop Hall, Ibid.
52 (18:28) Poole, Ibid.
53 (19:20) Alexander, further documentation unavailable.
54 (21:15) The critical (NU) text names Peter’s father John instead

of Jonah (also vv. 16, 17).
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